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Shinran understood the humanness of us. He understood the need to think flexibly, to respond to being 
saved with gratitude and living with this understanding. He understood that the teachings are just for me 
and realizing this with gratitude and therefore live life fully.  
 
Shinran understood the need to think independently as he practiced creativity in his use of the texts. 
Shinran realized the need to be open to continuous learning in our lives. In essence in our daily lives we 
are ruled always by self-centered thoughts, whether we are aware of it or not. We care for what is 
convenient for us and call it “good” and “right,” while we hate what is inconvenient and call it “evil” and 
“wrong.” In this way, misguided by our own self-centered thoughts, we create a world filled with love and 
hate. However, just as ten persons have ten different faces, people have different criteria for what is 
convenient for them. What is good for one person may be bad or evil for another. Therefore, if every 
one of us were to make a judgment based on his or her convenience and act accordingly, conflicts 
would necessarily occur. Those who happen to share the same interest may come to form a party as 
comrades and hate others with whom they do not. If we were to live our lives in this way, being tossed 
back and forth by our blind passions of love and hate, carrying injuries all over our minds and bodies, 
our lives would be entirely “false, empty and vain” as Shinran said. 
 
We should not forget the fact that all the groups and organizations human beings create, such as 
families, relatives, local communities, ethnic groups, and nations, are formed with a strong sense of 
self-centeredness as their core. When we forget this, wars break out in the name of justice, and 
extensive bloodshed occurs in the name of religion. 
  
The value in our learning is experienced when you see it happen. As Rev. Koyo Kubose points out, 
“Nothing in life is wasted.” Mistakes, failures are great teachers. The importance of the Sangha in our 
learning is acknowledged. The story of a relay team is told where a team member drops the baton 
during the race. The dropping of the baton by the team member actually stirred the rest of the team on 
and they went ahead to win the race. The lessons from mistakes brought success to the team. The 
sangha can be seen as a large tree with a huge root system below. (This could include the experience 
of our forbearers).  We constantly learn from our experiences. Failures can give us the ability to achieve 
success. Sometimes we get caught up in the short span of time. We need to see things over the long 
haul. The problem is not the real problem but how we respond to it makes the difference. 
 
It is extremely difficult for us human beings to become aware of our foolishness. Only by being 
awakened by the Tathagata’s truth do we come to humbly recognize the foolishness and evilness within 
ourselves. Only then can we establish and experience true peace and serenity.  
 
Namo Amida Butsu 
Rev. David Nakamoto 
 



 

September 2016 
4 First Sunday Family Service  9:00 a.m. 

   Followed by special activity - see article in this 
  newsletter. 

Speaker:  Betty Okamoto 
M.C.:        Gerald Matsuda         

   

10-11 State Lay Association Convention Maui 
   

11 Family Service    9:00 a.m. 
  

Speaker:  Rev. David Nakamoto 
M.C.:        Cynthia Rodriguez     

   

14 Board Meeting   6:45 p.m. At the temple 
   

18 Rededication / Family Service    9:00 a.m. 
  

Speaker:  Rev. Irene Nakamoto 
M.C.:        Gary Yamamoto     

   

25 Peace Day & Autumn Ohigan (Equinox)   
  Family Service  9:00 a.m.   

Speaker:  Rev. David Nakamoto 
M.C.:        Roy Inouye      

  Save the Date:  Sunday, October 16, 2016 
                           Dinner and    

                                       
 
 
 Family Promise 
 
Our Kailua Hongwanji Ohana did it again.  Mahalo to our volunteers for this year’s third session of 
Family Promise hosting:    Pauline & Richard Horita, Alan & Prudence Kusano, Roy & Ryan Miyamoto, 
Bob Nishita,  Gerry Ochikubo, Cynthia Rodriguez, Annette & Gary Tashiro and Ron Yanagisawa.  
Volunteers set up and took down the sleeping areas, made the dinner and breakfast, slept over and 
did our share of laundering linens.   
 5 people represented Kailua Hongwanji in the Family Promise 5K Run/Walk in Kailua on August 20:  
Joy Nishida, Annette & Gary Tashiro and Ryan & Francesca Yanagisawa.   
  Mahalo EVERYONE for your hard work and continued support of Family Promise!!   

--------Shirley Yanagisawa 
 
 
  

(Look for details in 
the October newsletter) 



 

 

 
The main purpose for Project Dana is to make life more pleasant for the frail, 
elderly or disabled  Our volunteers provide transportation, friendly visits and 
respite for caregivers. 
 Many elderly live with their children who may work during the weekday. When 
doctor appointments are scheduled, our volunteers assist with transportation.  
Also, we help our clients go grocery shopping and to temple. 
 Respite help is provided to caregivers to give them a break from their daily tasks.  The volunteer 

provides an hour or two of relief time for the caregiver to do as they please.  
 Sometimes all a client needs is to have a volunteer visit and spend some friendly time with them.  
 We’re looking for someone who can share a few hours once a week to be a Project Dana 
volunteer.  (You can still schedule trips such as to Las Vegas, as long as your client is informed.)  
Currently, there is a family who needs our assistance, but no volunteer is available.  
 Helping another person is a wonderful and meaningful way to live.  Call Betty at 247-0509 if you’d like 
more information, or would like to sign up as a Project Dana volunteer. 

---- Betty Okamoto  
 

In August, The Hawaii 
Federation of BWA’s 
hosted two young 
ladies from Japan. 
They visited various 
temples on each 
island.  They stopped at Kailua Hongwanji and were 
greeted by some of our BWA members.  We enlisted the 
help of the Jr. YBA of Honolulu for a fun outing to the 
world famous Kailua Beach.  The Jrs. taught them how to 
ride a boogie board!  Later the young women mentioned 
that Kailua Beach was one of the highlights of their trip!  

 The topic of how long our BWA (Buddhist Women’s Assn.) unit (club) at Kailua will be able to function 
efficiently has been discussed at our meetings over the past couple of years. A small membership and 
the fact that most of our active members also serve on the temple Board and major committees, 
brought about the decision that Kailua Hongwanji’s BWA unit will be disbanding officially as of 
December 2017.  That date was elected because it allows us to fulfil our obligations to the united 
(Honolulu district), and provides enough time for everyone to adjust. It was a difficult decision and all 
factors were weighed, but in the end, we could not tax our BWA officers and active members to do 
double duty for BWA and the temple.  We believe that what’s best for the temple is paramount.  

---- Joy Nishida  
In Memoriam 

 The Kailua Hongwanji Ohana extends its deepest sympathy and condolences to the family of the late 
Tsuneo “Mike” Miyashiro.  Mike actively participated in temple activities (exercise class, making 
takuan, setting up and taking down the yagura for bon dance and countless other activities as well 
attended service every Sunday).  Aloha and thank you Mike. 
 
 

 

KHBWA 
NEWS 



 
Activities Corner  
 

FAMILY SUNDAY ACTIVITY 
 Providing Dharma Education is a primary goal of Kailua Hongwanji Mission. We have planned family 

activities focused on providing fun activities for everyone, especially youngsters.  Please join us the first 
Sunday of each month.   
            September 4th:  Peace Wreath Making 

   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
               
                      
  

A 
    

GARDENING 
Mats Okamoto, retired agriculture teacher, 
will have a gardening class on Sunday, 
September 11, 2:00 p.m. at the temple.   
 
At this very popular class, Mats shares his 
gardening knowledge and tips.  There is no 
sign-up.  Everyone is welcome!  

EXERCISING, STRENGTHENING & 
WALKING 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 
8:30 a.m. at the temple   

Tai Chi  
 Tai Chi classes continue at the temple as 
follows:  Tuesday  7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

         Friday   10:00 – 11:30 a.m. 
 If you’re interested and have not already signed 
up for tai chi class, please contact Dennis 
Tashiro by email at dhtashiro@gmail.com or 
call 226-0339. 

IKEBANA 
 September classes will be as follows: 
 Sat., Sept. 10 at 1:00 p.m. 

Sat., Sept. 24 at 9:00 a.m. 
Please note that the second class will be held in the 

morning, unlike most classes. 
Cost is $5 per class plus the cost of the 
flowers/foliage ($5-$8).  Please inform Irene if you 
will be attending so that she can prepare the 
material for the class. 

 

DHARMA LIGHT SESSIONS 
“Understanding Shin Buddhism”, Saturdays 10:00 a.m. (end Sept. 10) 

 

NEW!  Japanese Language Class to be Offered at Kailua Hongwanji 
 Do you like to travel to Japan?  Would you like to improve your ability to speak, read, and write Japanese? 
 Instructor Akiko Iwasaki will be holding Japanese language classes at the temple.  She is originally from 
Tokyo, has been in Hawaii over 10 years, and currently lives in Kailua.  Sensei's curriculum is based on the 
Nakayoshi Class method, which is used widely in Japan to teach foreigners Japanese culture and language 
skills. 
 Classes would meet once a week, for 50 minutes.  The day and time are to be determined.  Cost is $12.00 
per class.  Materials are included.  If you are interested in attending this class or have any questions, please 
contact Gerald Matsuda at 239-7914.  



 Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii 
HEADQUARTERS UPDATE 

1727 Pali Highway, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 Phone: (808) 522-9200  Fax: (808) 522-9209 Web: www.hongwanjihawaii.com   Email: hqs@honpahi.org   
 

AUGUST 2016 
CONDOLENCES 
Ms. Harue Furumoto, a member of Honokaa Hongwanji Mission, passed away on July 5, 2016.  The 
Posthumous Title (Ingo) of “Kon-Go-In” （金剛院）has been conferred from Bishop Eric Matsumoto upon Ms. 
Harue Furumoto for her contribution to Honokaa Hongwanji Mission and HHMH.   
Mrs. Haruko Hoashi passed away on August 6, 2016.  In recognition of Mrs. Haruko Hoashi’s long years of 
dedication and commitment to nurturing students learning Japanese as a Japanese Language Teacher and the 
decades of support she provided her husband Reverend Shoin Hoashi as they both nurtured people of Jodo 
Shinshu Faith, the Posthumous Title (Ingo) of “Chō-Yō-In” （長養院）or “one who significantly dedicated 
herself to nurturing others” has been conferred upon her.  (During their tenure, Rev. & Mrs. Hoashi served 
Kailua Hongwanji.) 

TOKUDO 
Charlene Kihara (Hawaii Betsuin), Kerry Kiyohara (Moiliili Hongwanji), and 
Barbara Brennan (Hawaii Betsuin) recently returned from Japan as Jodo 
Shinshu Hongwanji-ha priests.  
Charlene, Kerry, Barbara, and six candidates from Buddhist Churches of 
America made up a group traveling to Kyoto in July to pursue the final steps for 
Tokudo Ordination. The candidates trained intensively for ten days with a 
schedule on most days going from 5:30 a.m. to 11 p.m., including services, 
classes and testing, cleaning, meals, changing robes, chanting, and practicing 
rituals. 
Congratulations to our newly ordained Jodo Shinshu priests! 
 
PBA BUILDING CONSTRUCTION UPDATE: Exciting News!        
Construction activity on the future Pacific Buddhist Academy building site resumed on Monday, August 15! 
Construction crews will begin by clearing remaining trees and shrubs followed by the grading phase. PBA 
families and temple campus guests can expect to receive regular updates about the construction activities 
through this publication. Special updates to notify families about expected traffic delays will be relayed on an 

as-needed basis. Families or guests with questions or concerns can contact the 
PBA Main Office at 532-2649.   
It's time to get excited about the future phase of PBA growth! 
  
COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL CONCERNS 
Kauai ministers, Rev. Tomo Hojo, Rev. Kazunori Takahashi, and Rev. Mieko 
Majima presented a Social Concerns donation to Mana'olana Shelter and they 
had an opportunity to learn about the homelessness situation on Kauai.  



   



 Kailua Hongwanji       
268-A Kuulei Road 
Kailua, HI   96734 
Address Service Requested 

 
 

  Non-Profit Organization 
U. S. Postage Paid 
Kailua, HI    96734 

Permit No. 118   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Mahalo   
for your kind monetary donations 

 
 Hajime Ueda Family – Memorial Service 

Mary & Roy Matsuda 
Patsy Michihara in memory of Tamotsu Michihara (7 yr. Memorial) 
Gerry Ochikubo in memory of Katsumi Okata 
Nancy Kikuchi in memory of Tsuneo “Mike” Miyashiro 
Roy & Amy Inouye – Obon 

 


