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Buddha Day 

          

By Rev. Yuika Hasebe 
 
April 8th is Sakyamuni Buddha’s birthday. It is called Buddha Day (or Hanamatsuri).  This year, Kailua 
Hongwanji will celebrate Buddha Day on April 9th . 
   

Sakyamuni Buddha was born about 2,500 years ago in India (presently Nepal) as a prince of the Sakya 
clan.  His given name was Siddhartha.  His mother Queen Maya was on her way home to give a birth 
when she stopped to rest under the Asoka tree in the Lumbini Garden. She dreamt that a white elephant 
went into her underarm and suddenly, she went into labor.  
  

It is said that flowers were in bloom and sweet rain fell from the sky when Baby Siddartha was born.  
Thus a small arbor (hana mido) is decorated with flowers and sweet tea is poured on Buddha Day.  
After he was born, Baby Siddhartha walked seven steps and pointing to the sky and the ground he 
said, “In the heavens above and on the earth below, I alone am the World – Honored One. All that 
exists in the Three Worlds is suffering, but I will bring comfort.” (Hongwanji. Jodo Shinshu – A Guide. 
Kyoto: 2002 Hongwanji International Center)  
  

As an adult, Prince Siddhartha left the royal castle and began the life of a monk. At the age of thirty-
five he attained enlightenment under the bodhi tree. 
 

Since then, 2,500 years have passed.  This is an unimaginable length of the time. During this period, 
sacrifices were made by many people from many countries to bring us the Buddha’s teachings.  
Buddha’s birth is not just something that happened in history. It is deeply connected to our everyday 
life. The fundamentals of life and our individual lives that consists of suffering, aging, pain, sadness and 
so on is the Teachings of Buddha. The teachings help us overcome life’s difficulties.  
  

Please come to temple on April 9th to celebrate the Buddha’s birthday!    

 
(This article was reprinted with permission from Rev. Hasebe) 

 
 
 

 
 
Rev. David Nakamoto is on temporary leave.  Bishop Eric Matsumoto has 
assigned Rev. Toshiyuki Umitani to Kailua Hongwanji Mission during this 
period.  For ministerial services, please contact Rev. Umitani at 227-1653 
and for all other temple matters continue to contact temple president Dennis 
Tashiro (226-0339). 
 

 

 



 

        2017 
2  First Sunday Family Service 

  (Activity to follow – see article) 

Guest Speaker:  Rev. Arthur Kaufmann 

M.C.:        Lisa Fujikawa 
   

9   

 

Speaker:  Rev. Toshiyuki Umitani 

M.C.:        Merle Tashiro 

   

12 Board Meeting 6:45p.m. @ the temple 
   

16 Family Service 
9:00 a.m. 

Speaker:  Bob Nishita 

M.C.:        Jennifer Kane 
   

23 Eshinni Day Service 
(sponsored by KHBWA) 

9:00 a.m. 
Followed by KHBWA Meeting 

Guest Speaker:  Gay Tanaka 

M.C.:        Gerry Ochikubo 

   

30 Family Service 
 9:00 a.m. 

Guest Speaker:  Rev. Toshiyuki Umitani 

M.C.:        Roy Inouye 
   

Temple Prep:  Apri l  15-May 7 by Team A (Sh i r l ey )  

NOTE :   Th i s  is  a  change  f rom  the  o r i g i n a l  s c hedu l e  
 
 

Rev. Arthur Kaufmann – Guest Speaker 
 

  

Rev. Arthur Kaufmann was born and raised in New York City.   After serving in the U.S. 
Air Force, he relocated to Denver, Colorado and began studying Jodo Shinshu 
Buddhism at the Denver Tri-State Buddhist Temple.  

 

In 1993, Rev. Kaufmann moved to Hawaii and studied for the Ministry.  Rev. Kaufmann 
received his Tokudo Ordination in 1994 at the Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha in Kyoto 
Japan and his Kyoshi Certification in December of 2007.  
  

Rev. Kaufmann has previously served at Honpa Hongwanji Hilo Betsuin, Pearl City 
Hongwanji and Aiea Hongwanji Mission and is currently assigned to the Honpa 
Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin as an associate minister.   He also worked for BDK Sudatta 
Hawaii, in charge of book distribution for BDK Sudatta or the Society for the Promotion of Buddhism.  Their 
publication is entitled “The Teaching of Buddha” and it is BDKs’ goal to place the book in all the hotels that will 
accept it. 
 

Rev. Kaufmann and his wife Judith have five children and 12 grandchildren. 

 

Buddha Day 

Celebration 
(Happy Birthday Baby Buddha!) 

 

 



Kailua Hongwanji Buddhist Women’s Assn. (KHBWA) hosted the 
first quarter Honolulu United (HU) BWA Board meeting on 
Saturday, February 25, at our temple.  Shirley Yanagisawa, Joy 
Nishida and Merle Tashiro represented Kailua. Mahalo to KHBWA 
members who provided refreshments for the group and temple 
members who assisted with the set-up of the meeting room.   

 

KHBWA participated in the Honpa Hongwanji Betsuin’s “Taste of Hongwanji” on March 26, 2017. 
Members designed and created one of a kind mugs filled with a bag of homemade biscotti.  We also 
had wooden, reusable utensil gift packs in a cloth sleeve and photo greeting cards for sale in the Kailua 
Hongwanji booth  

 

Next meeting will be on Sunday, April 23, 2016 following the Eshinni Day Service.  KHBWA 
sponsors this service and speaker, as Eshinni was the wife of the founder of Jodo Shinshu, Shinran 
Shonin.  BWA members are encouraged to attend.          

 ---- Merle Tashiro 
 

 
With the advances in health care many senior citizens are able to live longer and 
healthier lives than past generations. The road there is not always smooth as 
they have to use modern tools: computers, the internet, robotic telephone 
messaging, etc.  Then there is the loss of their personal vehicles and the biggest 
obstacle, their memory.  
 
Though some have families or caregivers to assist them, others do not. Their 
children work and are busy maintaining their own families, so they may not be 

able to assist their seniors. The Honolulu’s Elderly Affairs Division publishes a “Senior Information 
and Assistance Handbook” that has a wealth of resources to address their needs from food, finances, 
transportation, health care and any service or program to help in their daily lives. If you need help or 
information about senior services call the City Senior Helpline at 768-7700 or if you need a copy of 
the handbook stop at a satellite city hall or contact me.  
 

------ Jean Fukumoto 
 

Eshinni Day Guest Speaker:    Gay Tanaka 

Gay Tanaka was born in Wahiawa and later moved to Mililani.  After graduating 
from Punahou, she studied at Nanzan University in Japan, on a scholarship.  
She returned to Hawaii and earned a BA in Japanese from the University of 
Hawaii and a certificate in Ethnic Studies.  She continued her education and 
received her law degree from Willamette University in Salem, Oregon. 
 

Gay’s work history is quite diverse; from working as a waitress at Sushi King to 
being an aide at the State House of Representatives.  For the last 15+years, she 
has been a Deputy Attorney General in the Family Law Division, focusing on 
child abuse and neglect.   
 

Gay has been attending Mililani Hongwanji for the past 20 years and currently 
serves as President of the Dharma School Teachers of Oahu, co-advisor of Jr. YBA Oahu United, and 
is on the Social Concerns Committee. 
 

KHBWA is excited that Gay has accepted their invitation to be the Eshinni Day speaker this year.  
Let’s all give Gay a warm welcome on April 23.  See you there! 

 

 

KHBWA 
NEWS 

 

 



Activities Corner  
 

FAMILY SUNDAY ACTIVITY 
 

Providing Dharma Education is a primary goal of Kailua Hongwanji Mission. We have planned family activities 
focused on providing fun activities for youngsters.  Please join us the first Sunday of each month: 
 

                                           Buddha Day Greeting Card Activity! 
 
 

                              
 

 
 
 
               

 
 
 
 

 
 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GARDENING 
Gardening class will be on Sunday, April 9, 2017 at 
2:00 p.m.  There is no sign up – everyone is welcome 
to attend.   
 EXERCISING, STRENGTHENING & 

WALKING 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 

8:30 a.m. at the temple 

 
 

Tai Chi  
 

Tai Chi classes continue at the temple as 
follows:  Tuesday  7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

         Friday   10:00 – 11:30 a.m. 
 

If you’re interested and have not already signed 
up for tai chi class, please contact Dennis 
Tashiro by email at dhtashiro@gmail.com or 
call 226-0339. 
 

IKEBANA 
 

Ikebana classes have been suspended indefinitely.  
Stay tuned for more information in our next 
newsletter. 

HANAMIDO DECORATING 
Saturday, April 8 at 1:00 p.m. 

The decorating of the Hanamido (flower altar) for the KHM Buddha Day Service will take place at the 
temple.  Please bring fresh, hearty flowers to the temple by noon on Saturday, April 8.  The BWA is 
heading up this project but everyone is invited to participate. 
 

 

 FOOD DRIVE 
KHM is collecting non-perishable food to benefit 
the Hawaii Food Bank. The drive ends on 
Sunday, April 16, 2017. 
 

Topping the list of desired items are canned meats 
and meals (i.e. spam, canned chili, stew, hearty 
soups, corned beef, etc.). Also, staples like rice or 
dry cereal or macaroni and canned vegetables 
would be appreciated. 
 

Please bring your items to temple. Mahalo!  

 

Adult Japanese Language Classes  
Beginner class is on Tuesday at 10 a.m. for an 
hour.  Advanced class meets on Mondays at 2:30 
p.m.  Classes are held at the temple and the cost 
is $10.00 per class. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

KHM Interim Minister 
Rev. Toshiyuki Umitani 

 
As announced on page 1 of this newsletter, Rev. Toshiyuki Umitani has 
been assigned to serve Kailua Hongwanji Mission (KHM) as an interim 
minister while Rev. David Nakamoto is on leave.  Rev. Umitani is not a 
stranger to KHM as he served as our resident minister from January 2004 
to February 2005. He and his wife Yoshiko lived in our parsonage down 
the lane next to the temple. 
 

Rev. Umitani is from Hiroshima, Japan.  He has an extensive education 
background which includes Kyoto University of Foreign Studies, Central 
Institute of Buddhism, the Hongwanji Institute of Liturgy and Musahino 
University.  While in Japan, he received his Tokudo Ordination in 1998 
followed by a Kyoshi Certification in 2000. 
 

Rev. Umitani arrived in Hawaii in 2001 and began his ministerial duties at the Honpa Hongwanji 
Betsuin before his KHM assignment.  Makawao Hongwanji Mission was his next resident minister 
assignment.  The Umitani’s relocated back to Oahu in 2011 when Reverend received his current 
position of Executive Assistant to the Bishop. He also serves as the Chaplain at the Pacific Buddhist 
Academy.  
 

On the personal side, Rev. Umitani and Yoshiko have two daughters; Naho (12) and Riho (9).  He 
has a PADI (Professional Assn. of Diving Instructors) Master Scuba Diver License and enjoys taking 
pictures, watching movies and playing with children. 
 

As noted on our temple calendar, Rev. Umitani will be our speaker twice in the month of April.  We 
encourage everyone to come to temple to meet him!  Welcome back sensei! 
 
 

 
 

 
In Sympathy 
 

Kailua Hongwanji Mission extends its condolences to the family of the late Chisae 
Sumikawa.  Chisae and Wallace Sumikawa attended services regularly for many 
years and worked hard to support the temple in any way they could.  Chisae’s 
beautiful, flower arrangements on the altar were very unique.  She also was an 
active Buddhist Women’s Assn. member.  

 
  

NEW MEMBERS: 
     Naomi Kaneko 
     Emiko Goya  

 

 

New Members: 
 

Naomi Kaneko 
Emiko Goya 



  

 

March 
Photo 
Gallery 

 

Spring Activity:  Origami 
butterflies and flowers. 

 

 

 

Making takuan to sell at the 
Taste of Hongwanji (3/26/17). 
Began at the farm harvesting 
the daikon (turnips) and ended 
with tubs of ono takuan . 

 

Original design mugs filled with homemade 
biscotti – an attractive gift all wrapped up.  
Made by the women of KHBWA.  Sold at the 
Taste of Hongwanji event. 



 
  
 
 
 

MARCH, 2017 

 

MARCH 2017  

YBICSE – YOUNG BUDDHIST INTERNATIONAL CULTURAL STUDY EXCHANGE   

July 10-22, 2017 

Hongwanji-sponsored educational trip to Japan 
 Visiting Jodo Shinshu historical sites incl. Hongwanji (mother temple) in Kyoto 
 Meeting new friends from US Mainland, Canada, South America, and Japan 
 Homestay Program 
 Learn & experience Japanese Culture 
 Minister Chaperone: Reverend Tomo Hojo  

 

Candidate Qualifications (15 candidates will be selected) 
 Appreciates Jodo Shin Buddhism 
 Currently 9th grade through age 25 
 In good health 

 
Registration Fee: $1,600.00 

The remaining travel expense will be paid by the Hongwanji.  Some meals and other personal 
expenses are not included. Inter-island airfare in Hawaii is not included. 

**Application instruction and travel itinerary will become available soon.   

Application deadline is April 30, 2017. 

PBA TAIKO FESTIVAL 

Pacific Buddhist Academy offers one of the premier high school taiko programs in the nation that will be 
celebrated at its annual Taiko Festival on Sunday, April 9, at 4 p.m. at the Pearl City Cultural Center. The 
theme is Taiji: The Yin Yang of Taiko. 

Tickets are $25 for general admission, or $20 for seniors, students, and PBA alumni. They may be purchased 
by calling 808-532-2649, or in person at PBA's Main Office at 1710 Pali Highway. For sponsorship opportunities, 
please call Rüdiger (Rudy) Rückmann at 532-2649, ext. 209.  Tickets and sponsorships also may be 
purchased online on our new website (https://www.pacificbuddhistacademy.org) 

To send in ticket and sponsorship purchase forms by regular mail, by March 31, 2017:  Pacific Buddhist 
Academy,  1710 Pali  Highway, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813. 

   
 

 
 
 

 
  

 

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii 
HEADQUARTERS UPDATE 

 

1727 Pali Highway, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
Phone: (808) 522-9200  Fax: (808) 522-9209 

Web: www.hongwanjihawaii.com   Email: hqs@honpahi.org 
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 Mahalo   
for your kind monetary donations 

 

June Nakamatsu 
Hideo Arakawa in memory of Eric & Aiko Arakawa 

Dorene Niibu 

Gary & Annette Tashiro for Founder’s Day 

Ryan Miyamoto for Founder’s Day and Spring Ohigan 

Miyuki Masuda 

Sharon Tsutsui & Rayna Tanaka in memory of Chisae Sumikawa 

Faye Yamauchi in memory of Chisae Sumikawa 

Sumikawa Family in memory of Wallace & Chisae Sumikawa 

Keiji Kukino 

 

SAVE THIS DATE:  July 22, 2017 
Kailua Hongwanji’s Bon Dance 

 


