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“The Value of Harmony” 

Please let me express my warmest Aloha and Best Wishes to you for a joyous and 
harmonious New Year!  

At the start of the New Year, let me share some Dharma sayings which have a special place 
in my heart.  

First: (slightly adapted) from “The Teaching of Buddha,” “Thousands of people may live in a 
community, but it is not a true community until everyone knows each other and has empathy 
for one another. A true community has faith and wisdom that illuminate it. It is place where 
people know and trust one another and there is harmony. In fact, harmony is the life and 

essence of a true community or organization.” “Thus, the true teaching is the fundamental requirement of a 
perfect organization.”  

Second: from Prince Shotoku, “Let us cease from wrath and refrain from angry looks. Nor let us be resentful 
when others differ from us.” “We are not unquestionably sages, nor are they unquestionably fools. Both of us 
are simply ordinary people. How can any person lay down a rule by which to distinguish right from wrong? For 
we are all, one with another, wise and foolish, like a ring which has no end.” “Sincerely revere the Three 
Treasures. The Three Treasures are: Buddha, Dharma, and Sangha.” “There is no age in which people cannot 
find the Dharma to be noble. Those who are extremely wicked are few, but when they are taught the Dharma, 
the can follow it. Unless they align themselves with the Three Treasures, on what basis can they correct their 
mistaken ways?”  

Third: Shinran Shonin’s words, “May there be peace in the world and may the Buddha’s Teaching spread!” 

Our Theme & Slogan for 2018 is Embrace Change: Harmony (Accept Differences) and encourages us to accept 
differences and live in harmony with each other, but due to our self-centered tendencies this is most challenging. 
However, we are being encouraged by the Buddha-Dharma. Harmony and accepting differences is not a sign of 
weakness or powerlessness. On the contrary, it requires deep insight and inner strength as exemplified by the 
Two-Headed Bird/Gumyocho (found in the border pattern of this year’s calendar) that symbolizes the truth of 
interdependency which our 25th Spiritual Leader is emphasizing. His Eminence Gomonshu Kojun Ohtani shares 
“Everything in this world exists based on interdependency. When we are not aware of this, we tend to think to 
ourselves that our own perspective is the only one that is right and justified. This is what causes conflicts to 
arise.” “How then, do we attain peace that we seek in the world today?” “…it is necessary that we first treat others 
with the same care and respect that we would show ourselves.” “The weakness of our relationships with each 
other is the result of us thinking about ourselves more than others.” 

 In 2018, nurtured by Buddha’s Wisdom and Compassion, may we become more aware of the virtues of humility, 
self-reflection, mutual respect, non-violence, equality and harmony contributing towards a more peaceful, 
compassionate and harmonious world. Namo Amida Butsu/ Entrusting in All-Inclusive Wisdom and All-
Embracing Compassion!  

    In Gassho/Anjali,   

Bishop Eric Matsumoto 
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii  



 

  January 2018 
6 KHBWA Final General Membership Meeting & Luncheon 

11:30 a.m. at the temple 
   

7  First Sunday Family Service 

  (Activity to follow – see article) 

Speaker:   Rev. Kevin Kuniyuki 

M.C.:         Cynthia Rodriguez 
   

10 Board Meeting 6:45p.m. @ the temple 
   

14 Family Service 
9:00 a.m. 

Guest Speaker:  Rev. David Nakamoto 

M.C.:        Gary Yamamoto  

 Retirement/Farewell Luncheon for Rev. David Nakamoto  
New Mui Kwai Chop Suey (see related article in this issue for more info) 

   

21 Family Service 
9:00 a.m. 

Speaker: Kevin Kuniyuki    

M.C.:       Allen Kusano  
   

28 No Service – Battleship Missouri Visitation 

(Deadline to sign-up: Jan. 21, 2018.  For more information, or to sign-up contact Joy Nishida 371-8849 
or jwnishida@gmail.com )  

            Temple Prep:  Jan. 1-13 by Team B (Amy  I . )  

                       Jan. 20- Feb. 11  by Team C (Jane t )  
 
 

Message from KHM President 

Happy New Year!  
 

It is my honor to serve as your President this year. Since the dedication of our new 
temple, our past Presidents have established programs that have increased 
attendance at our Sunday services and increased our membership.  The Sangha has 
become a very welcoming place for all to listen to the Dharma and to have a place to 
meet others who are traveling on the same path.  I have been buoyed by the Sangha 
and can only see our Sangha grow as more travelers seeking the Dharma find us 
through our excellent web page and via Facebook.   

 

I plan to continue the successful programs and, with your assistance, meet the remaining strategic goals we set 
three years ago.   I look forward to working with our new resident Minister Rev. Sumikawa (joining us in March 
2018) and the Board so our temple can meet your spiritual goals.  I welcome your participation by providing 
feedback and suggestions on how to meet your spiritual goals. 
 

I humbly ask for your support as I embark on this New Year as your President. 
 

In Gassho, 
Prudence Kusano 

 

 

 Year of the Dog 



KHBWA, in conjunction with temple members, participated in 
the Adopt a Family project by donating and purchasing items for 
a needy family for the holidays.  The family we selected was a 
single mother with 4 young children and an infant.  Each child 
received a backpack with some art supplies and books in 
addition to specific items on their wish list. Diapers and wipes were gifted to the infant and Mom received 
all the practical items on her list from toilet paper, laundry detergent, shampoo, etc. And through the 
kind donation from one of our temple members, she also received a beautiful red handbag.  Finally, a 
gift card for a holiday dinner was included.  Mahalo to the BWA and KHM Sangha for your generosity!  
 

A Battleship Missouri tour will take place on Sunday, January 28, 2018. BWA is spearheading this 
activity to include interested temple members.  The cost of the coach bus ($800+) will be shared by the 
BWA and the temple.   Adult participants will pay $20 (entry fee $12 & $8 for lunch).  Children will pay 
$15 (entry fee: $8 + $5 for lunch.  Each child under 12 must have an adult accompany him/her.  Deadline 
to sign up for this event is January 21st. For any questions, or to sign-up, please contact Joy Nishida 
371-8849 or jwnishida@gmail.com. 
 

This will be our final KHBWA news update as mentioned in previous newsletters. KHBWA is suspending 
operations. Members have been, and will continue to, support the temple as board officers, committee 
members and on the temple prep teams.  
 

Lastly, reminder to BWA members who have signed-up: KHBWA Final General Membership Meeting 
and Luncheon on Saturday January 6, 2018, 11:30 a.m. at the temple.   

 

--- Merle Tashiro 
 

 
 
As 2017 comes to a close a big MAHALO, ARIGATO, THANK YOU to all the 
Project Dana volunteers for sharing themselves with our community of senior 
citizens. Everyone is "busy" and taking time out to help the senior members of 
our community is a blessing beyond words. Looking forward to having more 
volunteers sharing their wealth of time, energy and knowledge in 2018. 
 
 

------ Jean Fukumoto 
 
 
 

Retirement/Farewell Luncheon for Rev. David Nakamoto 

Kailua Hongwanji Mission is sponsoring a retirement/farewell luncheon for Rev. David Nakamoto which 
will be held immediately after the Sunday Family Service, January 14, 2018 (about 10:30 a.m.).  Rev. 
Nakamoto will be our guest speaker that morning.  Please plan to attend the service and the luncheon 
to thank Rev. David for his years of service to KHM.   
 

The luncheon, open to all Temple members, will be at the New Mui Kwai Chop Suey Restaurant in 
Kailua.  Parking is limited; carpooling is encouraged.  Please sign up at the temple or call Dennis Tashiro 
at 226-0339. 
 

Ministerial Assignments at Kailua Hongwanji Mission 

Rev. Kevin Kuniyuki of the Buddhist Study Center has been temporarily assigned as overseer minister 
of Kailua Honwanji Mission during the months of January and February 2018. 
 

Effective March 1, 2018, Rev. Bert Sumikawa will be the minister in charge at Kailua Hongwanji Mission. 
 

Aloha and welcome Rev. Kuniyuki and Rev. Sumikawa. 
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Activities Corner  
 

FAMILY SUNDAY ACTIVITY 
 

Providing Dharma Education is a primary goal of Kailua Hongwanji Mission. We have planned family activities 
focused on providing fun activities for youngsters.  Please join us the first Sunday of each month: 

 

January 7 Activity: Year of the Dog Painting                                                 

 
 
 
  
 

                              
 

 
 
 
               

 
 
 
 

 
 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

GARDENING 
Gardening class will be on Sunday, January 14, 
2018 at 2:00 p.m.  There is no sign up – everyone 
is welcome to attend.   
 

EXERCISING, STRENGTHENING & 
WALKING 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 

8:30 a.m. at the temple 

 
 

Tai Chi  
 

Tai Chi classes continue at the temple as 
follows:  Tuesday  7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

         Friday   10:00 – 11:30 a.m. 
 

If you’re interested and have not already signed 
up for tai chi class, please contact Dennis 
Tashiro by email at dhtashiro@gmail.com or 
call 226-0339. 
 

IKEBANA 
 

This month’s ikebana classes are on the following 
Saturdays:  Jan. 20 & 27 at 1:00 p.m.   
 

Cost is $5 per class plus the cost of the 
flowers/foliage ($5-$8). Instructor needs a count of 
attendees as flowers are purchased for each 
class. 

 

 

 

 

   
 

December Activities: candy cane reindeer, fingerprint cards and a Bodhi ornament. 



 
  
 
 
 

MARCH, 2017 

 

December 2017 

COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL CONCERNS  

On Thursday, December 21st, the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii presented a 
donation to Mr. Andrew Bates, President of the Samaritan Counseling Center Hawaii.  The 
Samaritan Counseling Center Hawaii (a non-profit organization) provides affordable, 
professional counseling sensitive to the spiritual orientation of individuals, families, and 
communities in Hawaii.  The Samaritan Counseling Center Hawaii have sponsored 
numerous workshops for/with Oahu’s Buddhist Community.  A satellite office is at Hawaii 
Betsuin for clients to receive counseling services. 

Donation presentation to Mr. Andrew Bates, Pres., Samaritan Counseling Center HI 

Volunteers from Mililani Hongwanji and Community Partners 

On Saturday, December 16th, Mililani Hongwanji participated in the Wahiawa Christmas Wonderland community 
event and hosted a booth for children to play games and win prizes.  The 
event included free meal vouchers for pre-registered homeless and 
economically challenged families.   The event meal vouchers were co-
sponsored by Bank of Hawaii and the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii.  
Mililani Hongwanji obtained funding for the meal vouchers and game prizes 
through a Golden Chain Grant project application that was submitted by the 
temple via the Committee on Social Concerns.   Alea Bridge (a non-profit 
organization) organized the event.  Alea Bridge’s mission is to empower 
people in need to achieve self-sufficiency through genuine compassion and 
innovative, community-based solutions.  

2018 HONGWANJI SLOGAN 

This year’s slogan: Embrace Change: Harmony (Accept Differences) 

This slogan is meant as a guide to help us and our temple communities move forward to EMBRACE CHANGE 
in a continuous cycle beginning with AWARENESS, that brings to us an understanding of ourselves and the world 
around us, which allows us to create a NEW VISION that provides the framework for ACTION in a mindful and 
empathetic manner that maintains HARMONY with people and the environment, which then culminates in a 
TRANSFORMATION.  This TRANSFORMATION is a basis for lives that are continuously full of growth and 
meaningful experiences that are supported by a dynamic and vibrant temple community.  

Harmony with our families, temple communities, neighborhoods, and the wider world is very much needed during 
this time.  But harmony can only arise if we can accept ourselves as we are and other people are they are.  In 
other words, Accept Differences realizing that everyone, including ourselves, have different ways of seeing things 
and different ways of doing things.  Amida Buddha, in Great Compassion, fully understands this reality and 
therefore, accepts all without discrimination and sets the example for us to aspire to.  As ordinary human beings, 
it is very difficult to live a life of perfect non-discrimination.  However, with awareness of self and helping each 
other through the journey of life we can live together harmoniously guided by the light of Wisdom and 
Compassion.   

In Gassho,  
 

Rev. Kevin Kuniyuki 
Director, Office of Buddhist Education and the HHMH Commission on Buddhist Education  

 

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii 
HEADQUARTERS UPDATE 

 

1727 Pali Highway, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
Phone: (808) 522-9200  Fax: (808) 522-9209 

Web: www.hongwanjihawaii.com   Email: hqs@honpahi.org 
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 Mahalo   
for your kind monetary donations 

 

Jean Carroll for Bodhi Day 

Emiko Goya for Bodhi Day 

Jennifer Kane for Bodhi Day 

Naomi Kaneko for Bodhi Day 

Ryan Miyamoto for Bodhi Day 

Ronald Suzuki in memory of Lance Suzuki 

Dr. Myron Shirasu in memory of Rev. Jukaku and Mrs. Yoshie Shirasu 

 

Numerous Social Concerns Committee donations 
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