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EITAIKYO AND THANKSGIVING 
 

Eitaikyo, a Buddhist observance in which we honor and express our gratitude for all those pioneers that 
have built and sustained our temples for generations, is observed during the month of November. 
 
Eitaikyo is about appreciation.  We realize that everything we receive in life – actually, life itself – is truly 
a gift.  The main thing that makes it possible for anyone to live a full and creative life is the realization 
that “I exists only because of the limitless and unearned benevolence I am receiving at this moment, 
and in each and every moment.  This is the teaching of interdependence.  When we truly realize 
interdependence, we cannot help but want to express gratitude to all beings.  To understand the debt 
of gratitude we owe others mean that we have begun to desire happiness of all beings.  This is the true 
Buddhist path, the path of the Onembutsu. 
  
We express gratitude for the benevolent pioneers in providing us a wonderful place to hear the Dharma 
and that their kindness was directed to not only to the temple, but for the sake of all suffering beings.  
As we reflect on this, let us also remind ourselves to continually entrust the Compassionate Vow of 
Amida Buddha and live the Teachings every moment of our lives. 
  
This has been so vividly shown to us, as we recently celebrated our 50th year anniversary as an 
independent temple on the Windward side.  It was through the effort of many, many people in the 
kyodan, their deepest dreams and a wish for a sustaining temple to serve our Windward community that 
we are here today, enjoying this beautiful temple. Let us never forget their deepest dream, hard work 
and sacrifices so that we today are here to be able to appreciate this fellowship with all of our dharma 
friends and helping to propagate Shinran Shonin’s teachings. 
  
Thanksgiving is a good time to reflect on our interdependence with all beings in the world and realize 
that our existence depends on others and that we cannot live or achieve anything without the help of 
others.  
 
In Gassho, 
 

Rev. Bert Sumikawa 
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    NovemberNovemberNovemberNovember    2020202011118888    
4  First Sunday Family Service 

  (Activity to follow – see article) 

Speaker:   Michael Jaffe 

M.C.:         Annette Tashiro 
      

11 Family Service 
9:00 a.m. 

Speaker:  Keiji Kukino 

M.C.:        Jennifer Kane 

  D INN E R  a n d  MOV I E  N I GH T  – “Coco”  

(see related flyer in this newsletter) 
      

14 Board Meeting 6:30 p.m. @ the temple 
      

18 Eitaikyo Special Service 
9:00 a.m. 

Guest Speaker:   Rev. Alan Urasaki 

M.C.:         Gerry Ochikubo 
      

25 Remembrance Family Service  
9:00 a.m.  

Speaker:   Shirley Yanagisawa 

M.C.:         Roy Inouye 

Monthly Remembrance Day: If you’d like to remember a loved one who passed away in the month of November (of any 
year), you will be given the opportunity to do so during this service. A sign-up sheet will be available at the reception desk. 

      

Temple Prep:Temple Prep:Temple Prep:Temple Prep:         Nov. 1  Nov. 1  Nov. 1  Nov. 1  ––––    Nov. 18Nov. 18Nov. 18Nov. 18    by by by by Team Team Team Team CCCC    (Jane t )  

                                                                                                Nov. 24 Nov. 24 Nov. 24 Nov. 24 ––––    Nov. 30Nov. 30Nov. 30Nov. 30    by Team A by Team A by Team A by Team A (Sh i r l ey)  

 

Rev. Alan Urasaki – Guest Speaker 
 

Rev. Alan Urasaki is a “big island” boy, grew up in Hilo, and graduated Hilo High School in 
1979, where he was active in band, recess, and school lunch. He attended Hilo Hongwanji 
and was a Jr. YBA member. While at UH Manoa, he was active in the Tri-Star College YBA, 
Moiliili Hongwanji, Buddhist Study Center, and was a founding committee member of the 
YESS Camp. He graduated with a B.A. in Communications.  
 

Upon attaining a Masters in Educational Administration at UH, he decided to study for the 
Jodo Shinshu ministry. He attended the Institute of Buddhist Studies (IBS) in Berkeley, 
California in 1989 as a Hongwanji Scholarship student.  After receiving a Master of Jodo 
Shinshu Studies degree from IBS, and following his ordination in Kyoto, he returned home 
to be assigned to the Hawaii Betsuin, and later transferred to Aiea Hongwanji, where he served for 6 years. 
  

After 11 years as a temple minister, Rev. Urasaki resigned in 2002 to accept a position with the Federal Bureau 
of Prisons as a chaplain. He currently is the Supervisory Chaplain at the Federal Detention Center across from 
the Honolulu airport. Rev. Urasaki was the first Buddhist chaplain in the Federal Prison system. (Rev. Reynold 
Fujikawa – from Kailua, joined the Bureau of Prisons, to be the second Buddhist Chaplain.) 
  

Rev. Urasaki is a member of Jikoen temple, and substitutes for Rev. Nishiyama from time to time. As part of his 
service to the community, he served as the volunteer school chaplain at the Pacific Buddhist Academy from 
2005 to 2009. He also served 11 years as a volunteer chaplain with the Honolulu Police Department, and 
currently volunteers with the State Sheriff’s Division, and the Honolulu Fire Department as a Chaplain.  

 

Rev. Urasaki is married to Cheryl, an elementary school teacher, and has two children, Chase and Kylie, who 
attend UH. He enjoys, eating, watching Japanese TV shows on KIKU (NOT Korean dramas), and meeting friends 
on Facebook. He hopes to return to Hongwanji temple ministry when he retires from the prison in a few years. 

 



  
 

Life on the plantation for a Japanese immigrant was filled with long days of hard work. 
Playing hanafuda (Japanese card game) kept memories of home alive for them and 
their children.  

Today I think the resurgence of the card game is helping many of our kupuna (elders) 
be more social and happy. My client and I play hanafuda once a week where she 
prefaces each game with “I haven’t played in a long time”, “how many cards do I deal” 
and always end with the winning hand with 2 “yakus”. We laugh a lot and she has no 
trouble matching the cards and counting her points. If you have a senior showing early 
signs of dementia maybe playing a game of hanafuda will help with their memory.    

------ Jean Fukumoto 

 

 
October 26, 2018 
 
 
To:    Kailua Hongwanji Mission Members and Friends 
 
Subject: 2018-2019 Social Concerns Fund Drive 
  
 
I share the following message from Bishop Matsumoto and Dean Sakamoto, Chair of the Committee on Social 
Concerns: 
 

“We celebrate gratitude in the month of November.  The Thanksgiving holiday and the Eitaikyo observance are 
reminders of the countless blessings in our lives and how we live deeply connected to the world around us.  It is 
in this spirit of gratitude that we begin our Annual Social Concerns Fund Drive.  The fund drive will be through 
August 2019 and we request temples to submit their collected donations in September. 
 

Through the generous contributions of Sangha members, the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii is able to 
support worthy organizations and programs with funding to continue their work in our community.  Your support 
also allows us to provide compassionate action during times of disaster and the ability to respond to social issues 
affecting our community. 
 

Because of your commitment to promoting the Buddhist values of compassion and loving kindness, we are able 
to lend our support to such organizations as the Hawaii Community Foundation, Project Dana, Mana Olana 
Shelter, Family Promise Hawaii, Hawaii People’s Fund, A Cup of Cold Water, Hawaii, and various food banks 
on each island.     
 

The Golden Chain Grant program was established to promote compassionate action through innovative 
community service projects. Your generosity directly helps those in need and promotes a more humane world.” 
 

I encourage you to support the Annual Social Concerns Fund Drive.  Please use the enclosed envelope for your 
donation.  Please make checks payable to Kailua Hongwanji Mission so our treasurer can make one combined 
check to the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii. The suggested donation is the cost of just one meal per 
person. Your donation is greatly appreciated.    
 

In gassho, 
 
 
Prudence Kusano 
President 
Kailua Hongwanji Mission 

 

  

 



 

Activities CornerActivities CornerActivities CornerActivities Corner        
 

FAMILY SUNDAY ACTIVITY 
 

Providing Dharma Education is a primary goal of Kailua Hongwanji Mission. We have planned family activities 
focused on providing fun activities for youngsters.  Please join us the first Sunday of each month: 
 

November: Thankful cards & the return of November: Thankful cards & the return of November: Thankful cards & the return of November: Thankful cards & the return of                                                                                                                                                                                                 

planting Amaryllisplanting Amaryllisplanting Amaryllisplanting Amaryllis    

                                                                                                                                                            
        

OctoberOctoberOctoberOctober    ActivitiesActivitiesActivitiesActivities:  :  :  :      

PumpkinsPumpkinsPumpkinsPumpkins    & SLIME!& SLIME!& SLIME!& SLIME!    
    

    

    

                              
 

 
 
              

 
 
 
 

 
 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

GARDENINGGARDENINGGARDENINGGARDENING    

Gardening class will be on Sunday, Nov. 11, 
2018 at 2:00 p.m.  There is no sign up – 
everyone is welcome to attend.   

 

EXERCISING, STRENGTHENING & EXERCISING, STRENGTHENING & EXERCISING, STRENGTHENING & EXERCISING, STRENGTHENING & 

WALKING    

Tuesdays & Thursdays 

8:30 a.m. at the temple 

 
 

Tai Chi Tai Chi Tai Chi Tai Chi     
 

Tai Chi classes continue at the temple as 
follows:  Tuesday  7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

         Friday   10:00 – 11:30 a.m. 
 

If you’re interested and have not already signed 
up for tai chi class, please contact Dennis 
Tashiro by email at dhtashiro@gmail.com or 

call 226-0339. 

IKEBANAIKEBANAIKEBANAIKEBANA    
Ikebana classes are suspended until further notice.
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Dinner & Movie Dinner & Movie Dinner & Movie Dinner & Movie     
Sunday, Nov. 11, 2018Sunday, Nov. 11, 2018Sunday, Nov. 11, 2018Sunday, Nov. 11, 2018    

 

Dinner at 5:30 p.m.Dinner at 5:30 p.m.Dinner at 5:30 p.m.Dinner at 5:30 p.m.    
Menu: Pizza & Tacos 

Movie begins at 6:15 p.m.Movie begins at 6:15 p.m.Movie begins at 6:15 p.m.Movie begins at 6:15 p.m.    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

    
    

SignSignSignSign----up at temple or call Dennis @ 226up at temple or call Dennis @ 226up at temple or call Dennis @ 226up at temple or call Dennis @ 226----0339 by Wednesday, Nov. 7, 20180339 by Wednesday, Nov. 7, 20180339 by Wednesday, Nov. 7, 20180339 by Wednesday, Nov. 7, 2018    
    

    

 
  

 

To benefit the Hawaii Foodbank. 

Ends Sunday, Nov. 11, 2018 
 

Despite his family's generations-old ban on music, young Miguel dreams of becoming an accomplished 
musician like his idol Ernesto de la Cruz. Desperate to prove his talent, Miguel finds himself in the stunning 
and colorful Land of the Dead. After meeting a charming trickster named Héctor, the two new friends 
embark on an extraordinary journey to unlock the real story behind Miguel's family history. 

 



 
 

Five Wishes 
 

 
When the Aging with Dignity founder Jim Towey visited Mother Teresa’s home 
for the dying in India he was impressed with how people were treated with 
compassion and love.  It inspired him to develop and present Five Wishes to 
individuals and groups who wanted to communicate their wishes to their families 
and caregivers of how they wanted to be handled during time when they could 
not speak for themselves. 
 

The Five Wishes are wishes for: 
 

1. The person I want to make care decisions for me when I cannot. 
2. The kind of medical treatment I want or don’t want. 
3. How comfortable I want to be. 
4. How I want people to treat me. 
5. What I want my loved ones to know. 
 

Five Wishes is America’s most popular living will because it is written in everyday language and helps 
people express their wishes in areas that matter most- the personal and spiritual in addition to the 
medical and legal.  Completing Five Wishes is a gift to your family, friends and your doctor because it 
keeps them out of the difficult position of having to guess what kind of treatment you want or don’t want 
in case you cannot speak for yourself. 
 

The Hongwanji Compassionate Care Committee has engaged Kokua Mau to present this program at 
each temple as a service to its members, families and friends.  Kailua Hongwanji is planning to have 
the program at our temple, after our Sunday, January 27, 2019 service.   A sign-up sheet for our 
members will be posted shortly.  Invite your family and friends. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  

 

Notice of Kailua Hongwanji MissionNotice of Kailua Hongwanji MissionNotice of Kailua Hongwanji MissionNotice of Kailua Hongwanji Mission    

General Membership MeetingGeneral Membership MeetingGeneral Membership MeetingGeneral Membership Meeting    
 

Sunday, December 9, 2018 

Immediately Following Sunday Service 

At the temple 
 

 



 
  
 
 
 

MARCH, 2017 

 

October 2018  
 

2018 MINISTER’S LAY ASSISTANT RETREAT, OCTOBER 12 TO 14 
 
This year there were twelve 
participants, three mentoring ministers 
and one support staff.   
 

The participants were able to learn 
more about the traditions and rituals of 
the Nishi Hongwanji and review and 
enhance their technical understanding 
of Buddhism and Jōdo Shinshū.  A new 
activity was added where all 
participants were asked to write a 10 
minutes dharma talk. Some delivered it 
during a service, others during various 
times during the retreat.  It is the first 

retreat one must complete to become a Ministerʻs Assistant, but completion does not imply any position or title. 
 

Front row from left to right: Rev. Toshiyuki Umitani, Ritual and Traditions Mentor & Lecturer; Rev. Shingo Furusawa, Assistant 
Mentor; Lynn Nakata, Hawaii Betsuin; Wayne Nishida, Wailuku Hongwanji, Jaryd Oshiro, Jikoen Hongwanji; Brandon Hee 
(closest to the incense burner), Mililani Hongwanji; Dorothy Colby, Moiliili Hongwanji; Jennifer “Jenn” Kane, Kailua 
Hongwanji; Gail Okata, BSC; Barbara (Barbie) Nomura, Moiliili Hongwanji; Rev. Kevin Kuniyuki, Buddhism and Jōdo 
Shinshū Mentor and Lecturer. 

Back row from left to right: David (Minh Tri) Fiedler, Wahiawa Honwanji; Daniel (Danny) Topp, Wailuku Hongwanji; Carson 
(Andy) Anderson, Moiliili Hongwanji; Keith Lee, BSC. 

Not pictured is Kerrie Wong, Assistant to the Director of BSC, Dexter Mar, Ministerial Training Committee Member, Lectured 
on the Minister’s Lay Assistant Experience, and Bishop Eric Matsumoto, who delivered the welcome address. 
 

PACIFIC HEALTH MINISTRY’S 30TH ANNIVERSARY 

Bishop Eric Matsumoto and representatives of Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii attended the Pacific Health 
Ministry’s 30th Anniversary Dinner on Sunday, October 14, 2018 at the Ala Moana Hotel. 
  

“Pacific Health Ministry (PHM) was established in 1986 as a not-for-profit organization to develop hospital 
ministry, and Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) programs in Hawaii.  The idea for the agency evolved in the 
hearts and minds of healthcare and religious leaders.  In the early 1980s, there was a growing interest in the 
value of spiritual care in healthcare institutions to address complex bio-ethical questions and end-of-life issues.” 
 

“The agency began services on Oahu in 1988 at three of the major Hawaii health care institutions: Kapiolani 
Medical Center for Women & Children, The Queen's Medical Center and Kuakini Medical Center.  Since that time 
programs have been established at Hawaii State Hospital, Kahi Mohala, Kaiser Foundation Hospitals, Pali Momi 
Medical Center, Maui Memorial Medical Center, Pohai Nani Good Samaritan, Straub Clinic & Hospital.” 
 

The Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii has been involved in and supporting this program since its early years.  
Several ministers took its Clinical Pastoral Education program. 
  

    

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of HawaiiHonpa Hongwanji Mission of HawaiiHonpa Hongwanji Mission of HawaiiHonpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii    
HEADQUARTERS UPDATE 

 

1727 Pali Highway, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
Phone: (808) 522-9200  Fax: (808) 522-9209 

Web: www.hongwanjihawaii.com   Email: hqs@honpahi.org 
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� Mahalo  � 
for your kind monetary donations 

 

 

M/M Alan Fujimoto – 49 day service 

Jennifer Tashiro-Liang & Andre Liang for Jett’s first birthday 
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New KHM member:  Kathi TakakuwaNew KHM member:  Kathi TakakuwaNew KHM member:  Kathi TakakuwaNew KHM member:  Kathi Takakuwa    


